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DRIVERS AND ROADBLOCKS

 Value-conscious travelers
 Destination perceptions
 Short booking windows
 International share capture

WATCH FACTORS

 International softness
 Slower booking patterns
 Global policy uncertainty
 Increased competition

HEADWINDS

 Travel remains a priority
 Stable domestic demand
 Major events

TAILWINDS

Demand remains present, but travelers are becoming more selective—making value, timing, and compelling reasons to visit 
increasingly important.



DOMESTIC TRAVELER 
SENTIMENT

• Leisure travel continues to be a household priority

• Financial confidence has stabilized

• Travelers remain cautious about discretionary spending.

• Value continues to influence destination choice
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DOMESTIC TRAVELERS:
LEISURE TRAVEL IS A PRIORITY

“Thinking carefully about how you expect to spend your income in the next three months, please use the 
scale below to describe your spending priorities. Leisure travel will be a(n)                        .

57.8% of 
travelers still 

prioritize leisure 
travel

Source: Future Partners, State of the American Traveler, June 2026



DOMESTIC TRAVELERS:
PROJECTED TRAVEL BUDGETS

$4,973 

$5,858 
$5,693 

$5,417 

$5,507 

$6,453 
$6,556 $6,630 

$6,429 

$5,122 

$4,000

$4,500

$5,000

$5,500

$6,000

$6,500

$7,000

January February March April May
2025 2026

“How much IN TOTAL is the maximum you will spend on leisure travel (including airfare, accommodations 
and all other trip related spending) during the NEXT 12 MONTHS?”

Travel budgets 
softened in May, 
reinforcing value 

sensitivity.

Source: Future Partners, State of the American Traveler, June 2026



DOMESTIC VISITOR PROFILE

Top Origin MSAs YTD
1. New York, NY

2. Philadelphia, PA
3. Virginia Beach, VA

4. Richmond, VA
5. Washington DC, MSA*

6. Atlanta, GA
7. Chicago, IL
8. Boston, MA

9. Hagerstown, MD
10.Miami, FL

Domestic visitation to DC remains stable and regionally anchored.
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Trend Summary
Appeal remains elevated but inconsistent

DC APPEAL TREND VS. OTHER U.S. CITIES

Top 2 Box (% Very Appealing and Appealing)

Question: Compared with other U.S. cities you might visit in the next year, how 
appealing is Washington, D.C. as a leisure destination?
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Destination perceptions continue to shape travel consideration, reinforcing the importance 
of compelling messaging and experiences.

WHAT THIS TELLS US

POSITIVE
Appeal remains above late-2025 levels. 
DC continues to generate strong travel interest. 

WATCH
Month-to-month changes suggest travelers remain sensitive to 
external perceptions. 
Maintaining a positive destination narrative remains important 
during a competitive travel season.

Source: Future Partners, DC Traveler Perceptions Study (Jan – May 2026)



SUMMER HOTEL DEMAND IS BUILDING

Source: TravelClick as of June 17, 2026

WHAT THIS TELLS US

POSITIVE DEMAND SIGNALS
• Summer bookings are 

pacing ahead of last year.

•  DC is outperforming 
national booking trends.
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WASHINGTON, DC
DOMESTIC DCA & IAD AIRPORT ARRIVALS: 

Source: Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority  |  Data available as of 6/10/26: March 2026
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Domestic air is stable and continues supporting demand.



DC’S TOP INTERNATIONAL MARKETS

Source: Tourism Economics

International visitation remains uneven, but spend reinforces the importance of high-value markets.



WASHINGTON, DC
INT’L DCA & IAD AIRPORT ARRIVALS: 
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Source: Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority  |  Data available as of 6/10/26: March 2026

International demand remains the primary near-term headwind.



Source: Tourism Economics, last updated April 2026

INTERNATIONAL VISITATION PROJECTIONS 2026

DC is projected to see limited international growth, making market share capture increasingly important.

Sources: Tourism Economics April 2026



Recent hotel performance is improving, but YTD results remain weighed down by January’s comparison.

HOTEL PERFORMANCE (CBD)

Source: STR



KEY TAKEAWAYS
• Travel demand remains resilient, but travelers are increasingly selective and value-conscious.

• Domestic demand continues to support the market through stable travel intent and regional 

visitation.

• Destination perception continues to influence travel decisions, reinforcing the importance of 

compelling experiences and timely messaging.

• International demand remains the primary headwind, making market share capture more 

important than overall market growth.

• July 4th, summer travel, and major events provide the strongest opportunities to drive incremental 

visitation.

Members can help convert demand by sharing timely events, packages, and offers that highlight 
DC's unique value and experiences.

https://washingtondc.extranet.simpleviewcrm.com/login/#/login
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